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with Scotland in 1707 and in the peerage of Great Britain from 1707
to 1801 when the Union of Great Britain and Ireland, which lasted
until 1922 took effect, and account for the bulk of membership.
(b)  Sixteen representative peers of Scotland elected from their
own number for each Parliament by the hereditary peers of Scotland
in accordance with the provisions of the Act of Union of 1707.
(c)  Representative peers of Ireland elected for life.   Until the
creation of the Irish Free State in 1922 the peers of Ireland had under
the Act of Union with Ireland, 1800, the right to elect twenty-eight
representative members of the House of Lords, but there have been
no elections since the foundation of the Free State, and with the
abolition of the office of Lord Chancellor for Ireland the machinery
for their election ceased'to operate.1
(d)  Not more than nine Lords of Appeal in Ordinary appointed
by the Crown on the authority of the Appellate Jurisdiction Acts,
1876-1947 to perform the judicial duties of the House of Lords and
holding their seats in the House for life.
The English House of Lords before the Act of Union with Scotland The Heredi-
consisted of all the hereditary peers of England and the Lords Encla^'and
Spiritual.  After the Act of Union there was created a peerage of the United
Great Britain, and similarly after the Act of Union with Ireland, a Kingdom,
peerage of the United Kingdom. A peer of the United Kingdom,
as had a peer of England before 1707 and a peer of Great Britain
between 1707 and 1801, has the right to sit in the House of Lords.
Temporal peerages are created by the Queen on the advice of her Creation
Ministers. They are, except the judicial peerages, hereditary peerages of?eers-
of the United Kingdom and, carry with them the right to a seat in
the House of Lords. A hereditaty peerage can be created either by the
issue of a writ of summons to the House of Lords, followed by the
taking of his seat by the recipient of the writ, or by lettos Jga1:en|
the latter method being invariably adopted since very"' efcny      "
A peerage created by letters patent descends according to the limi-
tation expressed in the letters patent, which is almost always to the
heirs male of the body of the grantee, i.e. to and through the male
line in direct lineal descent from the grantee. A peeragfe created by
writ of summons descends to the heirs general of the grantee, Le. to
his heirs male or female, lineal or collateral. Thus in the absence
of a special limitation in the letters patent, it is only a peerage
created by writ of summons which ever devolves upon a female.
Where there is only one female heir, she becomes a peeress in her
own right. Where, however, there are two or more female descen-
dants of equal degree, the elder is not preferred to the younger, and
both or all inherit as co-parceners. In such cases a peerage falls
1 In 1954 the number was five.
8 See specimen Letters Patent in Appendix C.